
IT IS NOT FOR US TO KNOW THE TIMES
 AND THE SEASONS ?

PART 1

Before we get into this study we would like to specify on what we usually base 
our studies. We check the quotes in their original context. There are 9345 letters 
and manuscripts, and databases with the "Review and Herald", "Signs of the 
Times" etc. articles where many Ellen White quotes can be found in their original 
context.
 
Many compilations are deceitful by nature because they remove statements out 
of context and contain uninspired subtitles that create or enforce a specific 
desired meaning, a meaning that cannot be reached at if the quotes would be 
placed in their proper context and time and place setting. This is the main way 
that the devil used to deceive seventh day adventists.

This is what the Spirit of Prophecy has to say regarding time and place  when 
interpreting the Spirit of Prophecy  and regarding Ellen White's view on writing 
compilations:

Regarding the testimonies, nothing is ignored; nothing is cast aside; BUT TIME 
AND PLACE MUST BE CONSIDERED. Nothing must be done untimely. Some 
matters must be withheld because some persons would make an improper use 
of the light given. Every jot and tittle is essential and must appear at an 
opportune time. In the past, the testimonies were carefully prepared before they 
were sent out for publication. And all matter is still carefully studied after the first 
writing. 1SM 57.2

The Publishing of Compilations
"I can see plainly that should every one who thinks he is qualified to write books, 
follow his imagination and have his productions published, insisting that they be 
recommended by our publishing houses, there would be plenty of tares sown 
broadcast in our world. Many from among our own people are writing to me, 
asking with earnest determination the privilege of using my writings to give force 
to certain subjects which they wish to present to the people in such a way as to 
leave a deep impression upon them. PH116 25a .3
"It is true that there is a reason why some of these matters should be presented: 
but I would not venture to give my approval in using the testimonies in this way, 
or to sanction the placing of matter which is good in itself in the way which they 
propose. PH116 26a.1



"The persons who make these propositions for aught I know, may be able to 
conduct the enterprise of which they write in a wise manner; but nevertheless I 
dare not give the least license for using my writings in the manner which they 
propose. In taking account of such an enterprise, there are many things that 
must come into consideration; for in using the testimonies to bolster up some 
subject which may impress the mind of the author, THE EXTRACTS MAY GIVE 
A DIFFERENT IMPRESSION THAN THAT WHICH THEY WOULD WERE THEY 
READ IN THEIR ORIGINAL CONNECTION." MS - 23 - 1911. PH116 26a.2

In this study we will provide the quotes usually taken out of context to be 
interpreted that God has not got any time message to give us anymore.

Some of the quotes usually taken out of context:
"God has not revealed to us the time when this message will close, or when 
probation will have an end. Those things that are revealed we shall accept for 
ourselves and for our children; but let us not seek to know that which has been 
kept secret in the councils of the Almighty." 

"Letters have come to me asking me if I have any special light as to the time 
when probation will close; and I answer that I have only this message to bear, 
that it is now time to work while the day lasts, for the night cometh in which no 
man can work."

"But there is no command for any one to search the Scripture in order to 
ascertain, if possible, when probation will close. God has no such message for 
any mortal lips. He would have no mortal tongue declare that which he has 
hidden in his secret councils." 

This group of quotes can be found in a single article from "The Review and 
Herald":

-------
October 9, 1894
Consequences of Adam's Sin a Warning to Men

EGW

God is King, he is high and lifted up, and the train of his glory fills the temple. 
God is to be feared, he alone is to be worshiped. His laws are holy, the 
foundation of his government in heaven and earth. How weak and foolish is the 
position taken by finite opposers of his government, as they declare that the law 
of the Governor of all intelligences is abolished. Who put these words into the 



mouth of men? Certainly it is not the One who is mighty in counsel; for God will 
never contradict himself. RH October 9, 1894, par. 1

"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." "The fear of the Lord is clean, 
enduring forever; the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold; sweeter also 
than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them is thy servant warned; and 
in keeping of them there is great reward." One act of disobedience against the 
law of God on the part of the responsible human agent, could not be outweighed 
by a recompense of all the honors and kingdoms of this world. Yet Satan will 
present his most alluring temptations, and use his most deceptive arguments in 
order to persuade men to make void the commandments of God. Our only 
safety is in following the example of Christ, and meeting the tempter with, "It is 
written." RH October 9, 1894, par. 2

It would be wisdom on our part to make a study of the temptations of Christ in 
the wilderness, and with humble, contrite hearts, seek to understand their 
import, and learn their significance to us as individuals. It is not safe for us to 
enter into controversy with Satan, or to linger to contemplate the advantages to 
be reaped by yielding to his suggestions. Sin is blinding and deceiving in its 
nature. Disobedience to God's commandments is too terrible to be contemplated 
for a moment. Sin means dishonor and disaster to every soul that indulges in 
transgression of God's holy law, which is immutable. RH October 9, 1894, par. 3

Although the consequences and the penalty of transgression of God's law have 
been clearly presented in the word of truth, many are proving disloyal to the God 
of heaven, and are teaching their children and the world at large by both precept 
and example, that the law of God is no longer binding upon the human family. 
Thus they are cutting souls adrift from the great moral standard of 
righteousness. In the near future it will be demonstrated that it would be better 
never to have been born than to have been a transgressor of God's holy law; for 
disobedience means dishonor and disaster. Light is being presented from the 
Scriptures on this vital question, and those who give no heed to the light will 
have to suffer the fatal consequences of their indifference to the heavenly 
message. RH October 9, 1894, par. 4

God has seen fit plainly to present in his holy word the consequences of the sin 
of Adam, which opened the flood - gates of woe upon our world, that men might 
be warned not to do as did Adam. The penalty of sin is death; and to listen to the 
deceitful temptations of Satan, to venture in the path of transgression, is to 
imperil the soul. We are not to follow the words of men, however wise they may 
appear to be, unless their testimony is in harmony with a "thus saith the Lord." 



Temptations will come to us in the most seductive guise, but it is at our peril that 
we turn from the plain command of God to follow the assertions of men. To 
follow the word of the Lord, to embrace the truth, involves cross - bearing and 
self - denial; but it is not safe to do otherwise than to bear the cross. As you see 
the light, walk in the light. Let a solemn, unalterable purpose take possession of 
you, and resolve in the strength and grace of God, that henceforth you will live 
for him, and that no earthly consideration shall persuade you to disown the 
divine law of ten commandments, and thus disown your Saviour and your God. 
Seek your counsel of God, and you will find that the path of obedience to his 
commandments is the path of the just, that "shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day." RH October 9, 1894, par. 5

The first step in the path of obedience is to surrender the will to God. This may 
seem a difficult thing to do; for Satan will present every possible objection, and 
will manufacture difficulties, and magnify perplexities before the mind; but take 
the first step, and the next step on the ladder of progress will be easier. The 
ladder of progress must be climbed round by round; but God is above the 
ladder, and his glory will illuminate every step of advancement. The path of faith 
and self - denial is an upward path; its way is heavenward, and as you advance, 
the misleading clouds of doubt and evil will be left behind. RH October 9, 1894, 
par. 6

No one need be blinded by any delusion. He who makes the word of God his 
guide and counselor, and will listen to no voice that would lead him to take the 
words of men instead of that word, will always dwell safely. Let him bring the 
principles of the law of God into his life to regulate and control his conduct, and 
his life will be a success. He will grasp the righteousness of Christ by faith, and 
becoming a partaker of the divine nature, will thus become a doer of the divine 
law. RH October 9, 1894, par. 7

Nothing but willing obedience on the part of those who profess to love God is 
acceptable in his sight. He has given to every man his work; but that work is in 
nowise of such a nature that the worker must needs show disrespect to any of 
the requirements of God's law. The wisdom and glory of every man's life is to 
make the ways and the will of God his will and his ways, and every one who 
takes a course that leads away from obedience to the law of God will meet with 
disappointment in his plans, failure in his life, and will suffer the loss of his soul 
at last. Who can afford thus to do? There is no madness in our world so 
disastrous as that which leads men to live in rebellion against God. We are now 
deciding our destiny for both time and eternity. RH October 9, 1894, par. 8



God has given us probationary time in order that it may be made manifest 
whether we will be loyal, obedient children, rendering obedience to his 
commandments, his statutes, and his laws, or whether we will persist in 
following a course of disobedience, and prove ourselves unworthy of eternal life. 
Those who will be doers of the words of Christ will have their names written in 
the Lamb's book of life; but those who will not obey God's law after light has 
come to them from the holy Scriptures, will be written among those whose fate 
is to perish. For those who choose to follow the traditions of men, and are willing 
to be turned from the truth of God unto fables, and who train themselves to walk 
away from the path of God's commandments, and will not listen to the law of 
God, but take up with the vain excuses devised by man to continue in 
disobedience, would not listen to the voice of God in the heavenly courts, and 
would bring rebellion a second time into heaven. When the Father speaks, they 
hear him not; but their ears are open to hear the suggestions of the enemy of 
God and man. RH October 9, 1894, par. 9

God has waited long, and he is waiting still, to have the beings that are his by 
both creation and redemption, listen to his voice, and obey him as loving, 
submissive children, whose desire is to be near his side, and to have the light of 
his countenance shining upon them. We are to bear the third angel's message 
to the world, warning men against the worship of the beast and his image, and 
directing them to take their places in the ranks of those who "keep the 
commandments of God, and have the faith of Jesus."

(COMMENT BY INSTITUTO MADISON: We can immediately see the time 
context of this article. It is the loud cry, the giving of the third angel's message to 
the world.)

God has not revealed to us the time when this message will close, or when 
probation will have an end.

(COMMENT BY INSTITUTO MADISON: Of what probation is sister White 
talking about? She associates the closing of the third angel's message with the 
close of probation. It is clear that she is talking about the close of probation for 
the whole world. A simple search through the entire Ellen White writings 
database reveals that the idea of probation for the church was not until 1887. 
When Ellen White uses the term "probation" she uses it for the whole world, not 
the church. There are only a few places where she treats the subject of 
probation and judgment for the Seventh Day Adventist church.)

Those things that are revealed we shall accept for ourselves and for our 
children; but let us not seek to know that which has been kept secret in the 



councils of the Almighty. It is our duty to watch and work and wait, to labor every 
moment for the souls of men that are ready to perish. We are to keep walking 
continually in the footsteps of Jesus, working in his lines, dispensing his gifts as 
good stewards of the manifold grace of God. Satan will be ready to give to any 
one who is not learning every day of Jesus, a special message of his own 
creating, in order to make of no effect the wonderful truth for this time. RH 
October 9, 1894, par. 10

Letters have come to me asking me if I have any special light as to the time 
when probation will close;

(COMMENT BY INSTITUTO MADISON: The probation for the whole world, as 
was previously established in context.)

and I answer that I have only this message to bear, that it is now time to work 
while the day lasts, for the night cometh in which no man can work. Now, just 
now, it is time for us to be watching, working, and waiting. The word of the Lord 
reveals the fact that the end of all things is at hand, and its testimony is most 
decided that it is necessary for every soul to have the truth planted in the heart 
so that it will control the life and sanctify the character. The Spirit of the Lord is 
working to take the truth of the inspired word and stamp it upon the soul so that 
the professed followers of Christ will have a holy, sacred joy that they will be 
able to impart to others. The opportune time for us to work is now, just now, 
while the day lasts. But there is no command for any one to search the Scripture 
in order to ascertain, if possible, when probation will close.

(COMMENT BY INSTITUTO MADISON: The probation for the whole world, as 
was previously established in context.)

God has no such message for any mortal lips. He would have no mortal tongue 
declare (COMMENT BY INSTITUTO MADISON: to the world, not the church) 
that which he has hidden in his secret councils. RH October 9, 1894, par. 11

(COMMENT BY INSTITUTO MADISON: So far we have learned that God did 
not reveal the time for the close of probation for the whole world, during Ellen 
White's lifetime. Time and place must be considered, she spake at present 
tense, she didn't say anything regarding the future. The writings must be taken 
as they are, nothing is to be added, nothing is to be removed from them.)

We are to be laborers together with God, and to follow Jesus' method of 
teaching. We are to be busy, to be weighted with the last message of mercy to a 
perishing world. We are to have the truth planted in the heart, and teach it to 



others as it is in Jesus. The world is in a very solemn period; for souls are 
deciding what will be their eternal destiny. Satan and his angels are continually 
plotting to make void the law of God, and thus to enslave the souls of men in the 
toils of sin. The darkness which is covering the earth is deepening, but those 
who walk humbly with God have nothing to fear. No one but Christ can save a 
single soul. But who are willing to be co - laborers with Christ? We are to see far 
more done in the world than has yet been done. The reason why more has not 
been done in the past is that men have held so firmly to themselves, and have 
thought that they were capable of doing some great thing. Satan tempted them 
because they were self - sufficient. RH October 9, 1894, par. 12

The truth must be preached in its purity; for the speculations and suppositions of 
men and boasted eloquence, will amount to nothing in these days. What we 
must have is the converting, transforming power of the Spirit of God upon life 
and character, and we must become as little children. The Lord says to his 
workers, "A new heart will I give you." O, what a work might be accomplished if 
every one who attempts to hold forth the word of life would do so in sincerity and 
truth, having learned and continuing to learn, of Jesus! What a work might be 
accomplished if the teachers of truth knew how to hide self in Jesus, so that 
Christ and not self might appear! O that all who profess the name of Christ 
would draw out their souls after God with yearning desire that they might be 
filled with his Holy Spirit. RH October 9, 1894, par. 13

The whole heart is to be given to God, else the truth of God will fail to have a 
sanctifying effect on life and character. But it is a sad fact that many who profess 
the name of Christ have never given their hearts to him in simplicity. They have 
never experienced the contrition of an entire surrender to the claims of 
Christianity, and the consequence is that the transforming power of the truth is 
not in their lives; the deep, softening influence of the love of Christ is not made 
manifest in life and character. But what a work of feeding the flock of God might 
be done if the under - shepherds were crucified with Christ, and were living unto 
God to co - operate with the Chief Shepherd of the flock! Christ calls upon men 
to work as he worked. There is need of a deeper, stronger, more constraining 
testimony on the power of the truth as seen in the practical godliness of those 
who profess to believe it. The love of the Saviour in the soul will lead to a 
decided change in the manner in which workers labor for the souls of those who 
are perishing. When truth occupies the citadel of the soul, Christ is enthroned in 
the heart, and the human agent can then say, "I am crucified with Christ; 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life which I now live 
in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me." RH October 9, 1894, par. 14
-------



Another group of quotes usually taken out of context:

"'And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, 
which the Father hath put in his own power.' The disciples were anxious to know 
the exact time for the revelation of the kingdom of God; but Jesus tells them that 
they may not know the times and the seasons; for the Father has not revealed 
them." 

(COMMENT BY INSTITUTO MADISON: This quote is usually used to inforce 
the idea that God keeps the times secret, it is not for us to know them.)

"Instead of exhausting the powers of our mind in speculations in regard to the 
times and seasons which the Lord has placed in his own power, and withheld 
from men, we are to yield ourselves to the control of the Holy Spirit, to do 
present duties, to give the bread of life, unadulterated with human opinions, to 
souls who are perishing for the truth."

"Should we advance in spiritual knowledge, we would see the truth developing 
and expanding in lines of which we have little dreamed, but it will never develop 
in any line that will lead us to imagine that we may know the times and the 
seasons which the Father hath put in his own power. Again and again have I 
been warned in regard to time - setting. There will never again be a message for 
the people of God that will be based on time."

(COMMENT BY INSTITUTO MADISON: This quote is especially compelling in 
making us believe that there is no more definite time to be revealed.)

"The Lord showed me that the message must go, and that it must not be hung 
on time; for time will never be a test again. I saw that some were getting a false 
excitement, arising from preaching time, that the third angel's message can 
stand on its own foundation, and that it needs not time to strengthen it, and that 
it will go with mighty power, and do its work, and will be cut short in 
righteousness."

"We are not to live upon time excitement. We are not to be engrossed with 
speculations in regard to the times and the seasons which God has not 
revealed. Jesus has told his disciples to 'watch', but not for definite time."

This entire group of quotes can be found in their original context in a single 
article from "The Review and Herald":



-------
March 22, 1892
"It Is Not for You to Know the Times and the Seasons"

[Sermon at Lansing, Mich., September 5, 1891.]

EGW

"He showed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen 
of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 
and, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should 
not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith 
he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. When they therefore were 
come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore 
again the kingdom to Israel? And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the 
times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power." RH March 
22, 1892, par. 1

The disciples were anxious to know the exact time for the revelation of the 
kingdom of God; but Jesus tells them that they may not know the times and the 
seasons; for the Father has not revealed them. To understand when the 
kingdom of God should be restored, was not the thing of most importance for 
them to know. They were to be found following the Master, praying, waiting, 
watching, and working.

(COMMENT BY INSTITUTO MADISON: The reason why some of the exact 
times cannot be known by men is that the Father has not revealed them up to 
that specific moment. It doesn't say anything of the future, that He wouldn't 
reveal them in the future. A few examples: the prophecies of Daniel that were 
sealed for a time, the day and the hour of the second coming will be declared by 
the Father to the 144000. 
Jesus was directly talking to His disciples, He told them "it is not for YOU to 
know the times". He didn't say that no one can know them. This chapter 
contains instructions for that generation, they needed to go back to Jerusalem 
and wait for the Father's promise. The instructions cannot be applied to the 
remnant people of God. Ellen White plainly states that to know when the 
kingdom of God would be restored was not the most important thing FOR THE 
APOSTLES. By this statement she affirms that Jesus was specifically 
addressing the apostles, not every believer in every generation. Why did God 
reveal definite times to Daniel, Abraham, Jeremiah and others? Is it a sin to 



know the things that are revealed to us? Is it a sin to know the times and the 
seasons? What are we to do with the definite times of Christ's baptism, His 
death, Pentecost or entering into the Most Holy Place? If the Father hides 
specific times, He does it for a reason. He either hides them because we 
wouldn't make a good use of these times or because these times are not set, 
they depend on the human factor. Since 1844 everything has depended on the 
preparation of the remnant people of God. 
Punctuation must be taken into consideration as well, the comma in "It is not for 
you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own 
power" was added by the translator, it is not found in the original Greek. There 
are multiple cases in the Bible of added punctuation that changed the meaning 
of the text. The one most of us know is :
KJV Luke 23:43
"And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in 
paradise." 
This comma changed the entire meaning of what was said. Instead of the 
intended meaning "I tell you today you shall be with me in paradise", it was 
changed to give it the meaning that in that very same day Jesus and the thief 
would be in paradise.
There are many Bible translations that have taken the comma out of this verse, 
giving it the meaning: "It is not for you to know the times or the seasons which 
the Father hath put in his own power". It was not for the apostles to know 
specifci times that the Father has put in His power. It doesn't refer to all definite 
times, but only to some that weren't revealed. Wasn't Daniel's book sealed? 
Wasn't it unsealed when it was necessary to do so? To think that all "times and 
seasons" were to be hid from the believers goes against the Bible and the Spirit 
of Prophecy. If this verse would have a general meaning, that times and 
seasons were to be hid from the church, then the specific date for the 
commencement of the judgment of the dead shouldn't have been revealed to 
our pioneers.
KJV Deuteronomy 29:29
"The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are 
revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever" ) 

 They were to be representatives to the world of the character of Christ. That 
which was essential for a successful Christian experience in the days of the 
disciples, is essential in our day. "And he said unto them, It is not for you to 
know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. But 
ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you." And after 
the Holy Ghost was come upon them, what were they to do? "And ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost parts of the earth." RH March 22, 1892, par. 2



 
This is the work in which we also are to be engaged. Instead of living in 
expectation of some special season of excitement, we are wisely to improve 
present opportunities, doing that which must be done in order that souls may be 
saved. Instead of exhausting the powers of our mind in speculations in regard to 
the times and seasons which the Lord has placed in his own power, and 
withheld from men, we are to yield ourselves to the control of the Holy Spirit, to 
do present duties, to give the bread of life, unadulterated with human opinions, 
to souls who are perishing for the truth. RH March 22, 1892, par. 3

(COMMENT BY INSTITUTO MADISON: So far, the statements refer to the 
revelation of the kingdom of God. Ellen White explicitly states that the apostles 
were not to know the times that the Lord has withheld from them, specifically the 
coming of the kingdom of God. She doesn't say anything of other events or of 
other generations. Her admonition "Instead of exhausting the powers of our 
mind in speculations in regard to the times and seasons which the Lord has 
placed in his own power and withheld from men, we are to yield ourselves to the 
control of the Holy Spirit, to do present duties, to give the bread of life, 
unadulterated with human opinions, to souls who are perishing for the truth" is to 
a class of people that spent their time speculating instead of being christians. 
Many were asleep in selfishness and were not missionaries for the Lord. They 
spent their time speculating instead of bringing souls to the Lord. Please ask 
yourself: "Is this the effect that the messages of the 6000 years time limit or the 
beginning of the judgment in 2015 have? Are these messages together with the 
messages of getting out of the cities and preparing for the time of not buying 
and selling, repenting of our sins, and entering a covenant by sacrifice with the 
Lord putting adventists to sleep or waking them up? The Seventh Day Adventist 
church is already asleep in its sins and apostasy, why would the devil raise a 
body of people to reform and fast and pray and seek God with all their hearts? 
Does the history of the Bible present any precedent for this?

Satan is ever ready to fill the mind with theories and calculations that will divert 
men from the present truth, and disqualify them for the giving of the third angel's 
message to the world. It has ever been thus; for our Saviour often had to speak 
reprovingly to those who indulged in speculations and were ever inquiring into 
those things which the Lord had not revealed. Jesus had come to earth to impart 
important truth to men, and he wished to impress their minds with the necessity 
of receiving and obeying his precepts and instructions, of doing their present 
duty, and his communications were of an order that imparted knowledge for their 
immediate and daily use. RH March 22, 1892, par. 4



Jesus said: "This is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent." All that was done and said had this one 
object in view, - to rivet truth in their minds that they might attain unto everlasting 
life. Jesus did not come to astonish men with some great announcement of 
some special time when some great event would occur, but he came to instruct 
and save the lost. He did not come to arouse and gratify curiosity; for he knew 
that this would but increase the appetite for the curious and the marvelous. It 
was his aim to impart knowledge whereby men might increase in spiritual 
strength, and advance in the way of obedience and true holiness. He gave only 
such instruction as could be appropriated to the needs of their daily life, only 
such truth as could be given to others for the same appropriation. He did not 
make new revelations to men, but opened to their understanding truths that had 
long been obscured or misplaced through the false teaching of the priests and 
teachers. Jesus replaced the gems of divine truth in their proper setting, in the 
order in which they had been given to patriarchs and prophets. And after giving 
them this precious instruction, he promised to give them the Holy Spirit whereby 
all things that he had said unto them should be brought to their remembrance. 
RH March 22, 1892, par. 5

We are in continual danger of getting above the simplicity of the gospel. There is 
an intense desire on the part of many to startle the world with something 
original, that shall lift the people into a state of spiritual ecstasy, and change the 
present order of experience. There is certainly great need of a change in the 
present order of experience; for the sacredness of present truth is not realized 
as it should be, but the change we need is a change of heart, and can only be 
obtained by seeking God individually for his blessing, by pleading with him for 
his power, by fervently praying that his grace may come upon us, and that our 
characters may be transformed. This is the change we need today, and for the 
attainment of this experience we should exercise persevering energy and 
manifest heart - felt earnestness. We should ask with true sincerity, "What shall I 
do to be saved?" We should know just what steps we are taking heavenward. 
RH March 22, 1892, par. 6

Christ gave to his disciples truths whose breadth and depth and value they little 
appreciated, or even comprehended, and the same condition exists among the 
people of God today. We too have failed to take in the greatness, to perceive the 
beauty of the truth which God has intrusted to us today. Should we advance in 
spiritual knowledge, we would see the truth developing and expanding in lines of 
which we have little dreamed, but it will never develop in any line that will lead 
us to imagine that we may know the times and the seasons which the Father 
hath put in his own power. Again and again have I been warned in regard to time 
- setting. There will never again be a message for the people of God that will be 



based on time. We are not to know the definite time either for the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit or for the coming of Christ. RH March 22, 1892, par. 7

(COMMENT: First of all she says "there will never again be a message based on 
time". What message did the advent people have that was based on time? The 
message of the second coming in 1844. That is the context of these statements. 
She then explicitly makes it clear in the next phrase where she states that "we 
are not to know the definite time either for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit or for 
the coming of Christ". She does not say anything of the close of probation for 
seventh day adventists or other events which are to unfold. There are only 2 
events described here, the second coming and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

Will be continued in Part 2...
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